
NYP 4

Present: Catherine Park Peyton (chair), Nick Andralojc, Derek Benbow, Richard Kirby, Graham Slights
 

1.  Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Katy Piazza.

2. Minutes of the Meeting of 22nd November 2018

The minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November 2018 were accepted as an accurate record of
the meeting. 

3. Matters Arising

(i) Laptop – at its last meeting the Committee had agreed to the disposal of the laptop given 
its age and poor working order. CPP confirmed that she had transferred relevant content 
to a memory stick and would now be disposing of the hardware. 

(ii) Certificate of Merit – CPP advised the meeting that she had passed Maureen Asher’s 
Certificate to the NYP for signature some time previously but it had yet to be returned.

(iii) Patlock Device Commission – DB confirmed that he’d spoken to Robin Newman 
concerning how the commission system was supposed to operate but as yet no 
information had been forthcoming.

4. Update from the Chair 

The Chair apologised for her relative lack of communications of late. Her job had required her to 
work long hours recently and she had also been dealing with some personal problems. She had 
had time to have a discussion with Inspector Penny Taylor. 

CPP commented that she had found it increasingly difficult to continue as Chair. She had found 
herself in awkward situations resulting from the conflicting requirements of the role of Chair and 
those of her job. Consequently she had decided that she would remain as Chair until the AGM 
but would stand down at that point. 

The Chair advised the meeting that she had received a note from Superintendent Steve Thomas,
the new District Commander, seeking a meeting to exchange thoughts. Other members of the 
Committee confirmed their willingness to join her should she wish for additional support.

5.    Treasurer’s Report  

NA reported that the balance had changed only very marginally since the last report. The 
accounts were as follows:

Balance b/f from 31 August 2018 -                  £3, 925.51
Receipts                  £ 1.42
Payments    (£  1.66)
Balance at 23 May 2019      £3, 925.27

6. Executive Committee - Future 
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In noting CPP’s decision to stand down RK referred to the need for succession planning and the 
necessity to determine the role of the Committee (and Association) and to understand what the 
police might require of us.

GS commented that he hadn’t seen any police officers for a while and wondered if there was still a 
role for Neighbourhood Watch and whether it was worth trying to continue. NA thought that there 
was still a role to perform in terms of passing on information, signposting, and setting-up new 
schemes. CPP noted that she had just received an alert on her tablet from Stray FM giving details 
of a burglary – this had come through more quickly that the official police notification through CMS. 
RK referred to the onward march of technology that had created a dual track approach – one being
the increasing online world of crime with the other being crimes such as burglary that occurred in 
the “real” world. He thought it important not to give up on this latter track. He thought there might be
a role involving some sort of media presence and wondered what the new Superintendent might 
want of us. CPP responded that we knew from the previous meeting with Penny Taylor that NYP 
has aspirations to use Coordinators as additional labour to deliver leaflets. DB thought that in the 
long run the advance of technology would inevitably diminish the role of NHW. In the immediate 
future however there remained a sizeable group who did not have the will or wherewithal to seek 
out such information for themselves and therefore relied on coordinators for their supply of 
information. He also referred to the recent letter from the CEO of NHW Network that had been 
circulated. In it Mr Hayward-Cripps mentioned a number of aspects of the role including 
participation in the Prime Minister’s Serious Youth violence summit, involvement in community 
awards, flood defences, flower shows, concerts children’s groups and support for vulnerable 
neighbours. In essence the role was to encourage and enable activities to bring people together to 
take action and be active in their community on whatever issues are important to that community. 
RK added that he would be loth to call time on organisation only to have to re-invent it a short time 
later.

After further discussion the Committee agreed that its future role would need to be reconsidered 
once there was greater awareness of the expectations that NYP had of NHW. 

The Chair suggested that perhaps a small expenditure could be made on conducting a survey to 
discover what people thought about NHW. During discussion the Committee agreed to set up an 
online survey (using survey monkey) that would be advertised on Facebook and Twitter. In addition
perhaps a small supply of paper copies could be made that would enable participation by that 
contingent of coordinators who did not receive online messages. Copies could also be made 
available for libraries.  CPP commented that if few or no responses were received then the 
Association would be clear where it stood. RK emphasised the importance of minimising the use of 
“free text” blocks within the survey. All members of the Committee were asked to submit likely 
questions for inclusion in the survey.

7. A.G.M. – Arrangements

CPP suggested that a date for the AGM should be booked then arrangements should be put in 
hand to meet the District Commander beforehand so that a report of proceedings could be given to 
the AGM. The Committee went on to discuss a number of possible dates on which to hold the 
AGM. Eventually a provisional date of Monday 2nd September (at 6.30 p.m.) was agreed. The 
members accepted that the Grammar School was too large a venue for the numbers likely to 
attend and consequently DB undertook to check if the Bilton Community Centre would be available.

8. Local Agreement with North Yorkshire Police

DB referred to the copy of the ”local agreement” he’d circulated in advance of the meeting. He 
emphasised that it was strictly in draft form – the police had yet to confirm its acceptance of the 
draft. He informed the meeting that he’d contacted Robin Newman (Head of Membership & 
Community Engagement: NHW) before Christmas to ascertain if national NHW had any samples or
templates of local agreements that we might adapt to suit our needs. He’d not been aware of any 
and nothing further had been heard from him. DB added that generally the draft agreement 
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seemed innocuous though the important detail would need to be added through discussion with the
Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT). Nevertheless there were still a number of areas where 
clarification was required. For example the draft seemed to be based on agreement between NHW 
and an individual NPT which in our case would mean two separate agreements. The Committee 
agreed that this would not be desirable. RK argued that it would not be possible to come to any 
conclusions on the draft agreement until such time as there was greater clarity of our role in the 
future i.e. the focus, the boundary with NYP and whether they’d be happy with NHW having contact
with the media. After further discussion the Committee agreed that this matter would need to be 
revisited following the intended meeting with the District Commander.

9. Neighbourhood Watch Signs

DB informed the Committee of correspondence received from Natasha Almond in which she 
confirmed that when the NYNHW Partnership agreement had been in place it coincided with 
funding from national level to support the funding of signs. However following the restructure of 
National NHW this funding was no longer available. It appeared to be National NHW’s view that 
groups should raise funds locally to support the membership for such matters. Consequently in 
future signs would need to be paid for although in the immediate future a number of signs from the 
existing supply could still be made available free of charge. The Committee noted the position.

 

10. Any Other Business

(i) Phone Line – CPP advised that a number of calls were still being received on the NHW 
contact number that was advertised on the website. Since these calls were uniformly 
irrelevant to the role of NHW the Committee agreed that the line should be discontinued 

(ii) W.I. Contact – the Chair advised that a communication had been received from the W.I. 
asking if NHW would be prepared to provide a speaker for one of their meetings.

11. Date of Next Meeting

It was decided that on a provisional basis the date of the next meeting would be:

Monday 15th July 2019 (to be confirmed)

                            Meeting closed at 5.11 p.m.
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